CHAPTEB XV

MALTA OF THE SOUTH SEAS

AUSTRALIA, as the nearest6 big neighbour5 to New Caledonia,
has special obligations towards her. There is plenty of
room for improvement in the relations, or more correctly
stated, for the development of relations between the two
countries. New Caledonians are willing and anxious for
closer ties with Australia, while Australians stand a little
aloof simply 'because they know so little of their French
neighbour. In at least three directions much can be done
>and has to be done if New Caledonia and Australia are
going to co-operate to make cPacific Solidarity3 something
more than a pretty phrase. The military, commercial and
social ties between the two countries must be drawn much
tighter.

In New Caledonia it is recognized more forcibly than
in Australia that the defence of New Caledonia is bound
up with the defence of Australia, and vice versa. New
Caledonians see quite clearly that if Australia fell, New
Caledonia would also fall. They see this much more clearly
than Australians see that if New Caledonia fell to an enemy
power, Australia would be threatened. Possession of New
Caledonia is essential to any Power thinking of attacking
Australia.

Five out of every six people with whom I spoke in New
Caledonia sooner or Jlater brought up the same question,
'Why doesn't Australia do something about our defence?'
Of course most people believe that Australia is doing
something in a vague sort of a way, but they look for some
more definite signs. The few pro-Vichy propagandists still
in the colony naturally sneer, and say, 'What can Australia
do to help us, anyway ?'

When I was in the colony I should say that 90 per cent,
of the population would have welcomed open and obvious
..signs of Australian co-operation in the defence of the colony,
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